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Abstract 
This paper which is descriptive in nature examines the millennium Development Goals Strategy 
on Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria. In addition, it aimed at assessing the adequate funding of 
millennium related projects and involvement of sub-national governments as a strategy of 
millennium development goals on poverty Alleviation in Nigeria. The work relied basically on 
content analysis in which existing body of literature from books and journals were used. Some 
descriptive statistics was used by way of presentations in table showing the incidence of poverty 
in Nigeria. The findings of the study revealed that despite Nigeria’s increasing petrol-dollars 
earnings, which should have helped to circumvent the difficulties in the attainment of the 
millennium development goals at least by 5%, corruption, unemployment, insecurity and unequal 
distribution of resources in the world economy had continued to be a hindrance to achieve its 
goals. The implication of this study is that even though millennium Development Goals strategy 
is aimed at the attainment of better life by the year 2015, Poverty Alleviation is still a mirage, in 
view of the fact that only one (1) year is not enough time to achieve these goals. Hence the paper 
made useful recommendations which suggest that there is so much room for Nigeria to benefit 
from the programme of poverty alleviation by the integrated approach of the government and non 
governmental organizations, human capital development/entrepreneurship education and 
implementation and sustenance of project policies. The paper concluded that more should be 
done in ameliorating the difficulties faced by the people through provision of basic social 
amenities, economic empowerment and coordination of the existing projects. That way, 
unemployment and insecurity will be reduced and more economic and social progress will be 
achieved.       
 

In September 2000, the global community comprising of one hundred and 
eighty nine (189) countries pledged at the UN Millennium Development Conference in 
New York to achieve a set of eight Millennium Development Goals with eighteen (18) 
sub-targets of the set goals. By MDGs, we mean Millennium Development Goals, Kanu, 
(2009). These eight set goals with assessment were back-dated to begin from 1990 and 
ending in 2015, ironically, it remains only one year to their terminal date. One year to 
achieve what Nigeria had not achieved in her fifty four (54) years of independence seem 
to be a mirage if not outright impossibility, going by our present economic and 
infrastructural realities. The fear of realizing this goal is strengthened by many factors 
including lack of individual responsibility, bad government policy, exploitation by 
people and business with power and influence or some combination of these and other 
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factors. Inequality is often a measure of relative poverty, especially in the case of 
developed and developing countries above all the World Bank figure for world poverty 
reveals a higher number of people living in poverty than previously though, (Ezigbo, 
2006). 
 

In the light of the above situation, individual countries and non-governmental 
organizations have adopted strategies aimed at transforming their societies as well as 
alleviating poverty, yet overtimes, these adopted strategies have not made much impact. 
Globalization meant that the world has become one community; hence what happens in 
one country can have tremendous impacts on other parts of the world. In line with the 
result of poverty, diseases are no longer territorially bound, example; bird-flu, 
HIV/AIDS, Ebola disease etc. Meanwhile, a closer look at the MDGs will enable one 
assess the extent to which Nigeria has gone to alleviate poverty from 1999-2010.  
The eight-millennium development goals which the international community 
unprecendently agreed to achieve by the year 2015 are: 
 Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger  
 Achievement of universal primary education  
 Promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women  
 Reduction in child mortality  
 Improvement of material health  
 Combating of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases  
 Ensuring environmental sustainability  
 Development of a global partnership for development  
 Reversal of the spread of HIV/AIDS. 
 The integration of sustainable development into a country’s policies and a reversal 

of loss of environmental resources  
 The reduction by halve (1/2) the proportion of people without access to portable 

water.  
 The significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers  
 Increase in official development assistance and;  
 The expansion of market access to products, UNDP, (2001) 

 
The above objectives were scheduled to be achieved through sub-target goals 

under the main eight MDGs. However, a closer look at these goals and objectives aimed 
at the central objective, which is attainment of ‘better life’ for all by the year 2015 by 
eliminating poverty. According to IMF (2004), poverty has many dimensions in addition 
to low income (living on less than $1 a day), illiteracy, ill-health; gender inequality and 
environmental degradation are all aspects of being poor. Achieving these goals seems to 
be an illusion, because of what is happening in the third world countries and to be 
precise Nigeria in particular. Nigeria in previous administration has made economic 
policies on poverty alleviation and reduction with varying degrees of success. The 
question now is a relative term. It has many dimensions and any effort to define it would 
certainly depend on the circumstances in which people or group of persons happen to 
find themselves.   
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Statement of the Problem  
In many countries of the world, the millennium development goal has tried to 

make impacts in their different programmes and projects. This study attempts to 
ascertain the extent to which the MDGs Poverty alleviation strategy/programme has 
been implemented in Nigeria. This is basically because signs of poverty still persist 
despite the better life for all by the year 2015. 
 
Objective of the Study  

The objective of this study is to examine the millennium Development Goals 
Strategy on Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria and to assess the adequate funding of 
millennium related projects and involvement of sub-national governments as a strategy 
in achieving the goals. Also to what extent it has been achieved. 
 
Significance of the Study      

The significance of this study is that it would exposed what has been a 
hindrance to the achievement of the goals of the poverty alleviation programmes in 
Nigeria.  It will make the implementation of the programme more effective such that the 
beneficences of the progr5ammes will become more economically empowered thus 
improving the overall living conditions and standards of the people.  
 
Contextual Discuss  

In order to address the mounting poverty amongst the greatest population of the 
world and promote sustainable development, the United Nations in September 2000 
brought together a total of one hundred and eighty-nine (189) world leaders who made 
commitment to achieve the Millennium Goals by the year 2015. Hence, Nwajiuba 
(2008) reaffirmed that MDGs is a programme designed to halve proportion of poor in 
the world to be achievable between 1990 and 2015. To Webster (1990), the notion of 
poverty would also depend on the whole range assumption about adequate standard of 
living which some enjoy and others do not.  
 

Ofiong (2011) opined that poverty is best understood when viewed and/or 
interpreted in absolute and relative terms. In absolute sense, poverty implies a condition 
of material deprivation and the inability of people so concerned to maintain physical 
survival on a long term basis. It is an extreme form of perceived material deprivation 
characterized by such things as low income and consumption level resulting in poor 
nutrition, inadequate clothing, low quality housing, in addition to poor living, sanitary 
and social conditions. Poverty is also relative especially when the intention is to 
compare the level of economic deprivation among various social groups or even 
countries. Furthermore, according to World Bank (2001), poverty is not all about 
economic deprivation, it has some less materialistic aspect such as social exclusion, 
referring to the inferior access of the poor to state services and other collective 
provisions and to labour market, inferior opportunities for participation in social life and 
collective decision making, and a lack of decision making power.  

Atuoma Ukachi Onwuemeodo  
 



4 
 

To the National Planning Commission (2004) dependence lack of access to land and 
credit, inability to save or own assets, unhealthy physical environment, uncertainty and 
lack of food etc. from the foregoing, it is obvious that poverty is multi-dimensional. 
 
Forms of Poverty   

Poverty is a state of not having enough of the basic needs; it is a state of 
deprivation from the necessities of life. It means not having enough of the amenities and 
resources needed for comfortable living. Poverty can be classified into two; absolute and 
relative. Absolute considers poverty as lack of resources to consume certain bundled of 
goods and services. Such bundle of goods and services may contain minimum objectives 
which include, basic necessities, such as food, shelter, clothing among others while 
relative poverty is when the intention is to compare the level of economic deprivation 
among various social groups or even countries. An advantage of relative poverty line is 
that it reflects changing perceptions of acceptable minimum living standards. Thus, 
while electricity, indoor sanitation and pipe-borne water is considered essential in very 
rich societies. In other words, poverty embraces both material non-material aspects. The 
material aspect can be captured in terms of monetary indicators such as income and 
expenditure (absolute poverty). However, poverty is not just measured by income and 
consumption; it also includes non material aspects relating to quality of life such as 
nutritional and health status and education attainment; (Moris, 1979 in Socio-economic 
Profile of Nigeria, 1996).  
 

Therefore, a state of poverty is characterized by food insecurity, lack of portable 
water, inadequate access to modern health facilities, inadequate access to education, 
feeder roads etc. in life manner, McConnell (1975) in Jhingan (2007) posited that 
poverty does not lend itself to precise definition, but as a broad generalization, it could 
be said that a family lives in poverty when its basic needs exceed its available means of 
satisfying them. Hanson (1972) stated that poverty may be defined as either (i) lack of 
wealth, or (ii) insufficiency of income. He stated further that persons or countries 
therefore may be poor because they posses little wealth or because of the smallness of 
their income.  
 

It can be seen from the forgoing then that poverty can be used in two senses, it 
can refer to one’s stock of goods, that is, wealth or it can refer to one’s income. Income 
here is meant a regular flow or addition to one’s stock of wealth and generally a person 
is considered to be poor if his income is small. Similarly, a poor country is one with 
small income i.e where the volume of production is small as an average per head of the 
population. Poverty therefore means the ability to satisfy only a small proportion of 
one’s wants. In life manner, (Aigbokhan 2000) held poverty as the inability to achieve a 
certain minimal standard of living.   
 
Nigeria’s Current Realties 

Nigeria, a country richly blessed with all resources enough to move the country 
far away from the present status of 41st largest economies in the world (with $203.7 
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billion gross national income) over the years has excellent project proposals perfected by 
media type without any meaningful execution.  
 

Duru (2008) asserts that from a status of cash crop-economy at political 
independence to the petrol dollar club following the discovery of oil in commercial 
quantity; later the nation’s prospects had initially looked bright. With increasing oil 
price in the international Market, billions of dollars flowed into the country presumably 
to make project execution and poverty alleviation easy if country had so honestly 
wished. Unfortunately, country to the divine intention for allowing billion of dollars to 
flow into the country, there is still poverty despite various alleviation programmes. The 
poverty situation in Nigeria has no doubt led to crisis dimension.    
 

The Nation Planning Commission (2004) stated that more than 70% of 
Nigerians live in poverty. Life expectancy is a mere fifty four years and infant mortality 
(77 per 1,000) and maternal mortality (704 per 100,000) live births are among the 
highest in the world, only about 10% of the population has access to essential drugs. The 
above assertion explained the level of poverty in Nigeria especially in the rural areas that 
form 70% of the population who are living in most extreme form of poverty and hunger 
(World Bank Report, 1996). Poverty alleviation on the other hand is improvement of 
critical level of that is to change both the economic, social, physical poverty situation of 
the people. This has become a popular task for Nigeria government hence the 
introduction of reduction or alleviation of the poverty level of the masses especially the 
rural dwellers. Before now, Common (1995) sees the policy instrument for poverty 
alleviation has several forms. First, are polices aimed at employment generation and 
reduction in unemployment within the most vulnerable groups. The second comprises 
the redistribution of wealth involving monetary or welfare system) while the third is a 
situation in which the government intervened to provide a range of goods and services 
free of charge either generally or to specified group(s) of persons while social security 
and/or welfare system may not be popular in Nigeria.  
 

Poverty programmes (PAPs) in the country has mostly involved the employment 
generation and provision of basic needs approaches.   
 

According to the 2010 report of the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), it was 
revealed that almost 100 million Nigerians were living in abject poverty of less than $1 
per day. The report stated that about 112.47 million Nigerians were recorded to be living 
below poverty line in 2010.  
 

The report further stated that the proportions of extremely poor Nigerians were 
38.7%, moderately poor 30.3% and non poor 31%. These figures according to the 2010 
report are expected to be higher in 2011 despite any government palliative. The report 
went further to make demographic distribution of poverty in Nigeria to be worse in the 
North-West and North-East zones while the South-West and South-East recorded the 
lowest poverty rates.  
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Furthermore, the 2010 NBS report makes it clear that more Nigerians were 
being sucked into poverty, a second mishap is also waxing stronger namely-the gap 
between the rich and the poor, the income disparity or inequality can be seen from 
consumption patterns. The top 10% income earners were responsible for about 43% of 
total expenditure; the top 20% were responsible for about 59% of total consumption 
expenditure and the top 40% were responsible for about 80% of total consumption 
expenditure.  
 

Curiously though, whereas poverty and unemployment continue to increase with 
manufacturing sector performing far below expectation as aggregate capacity utilization 
continue to trill behind projections, Nigeria recorded impressive GDP growth rate of 
7.75% in 2010 with just about 3% population growth rate. Ordinarily, it should be seen 
that things are getting better but yet, there is no sign on the ground to suggest that as 
macro-economic indicators including inflationary trends are diametrically opposed to 
the growth rates as the Human Development Index (HDI) remain low. To this extent 
there must be a disconnect between the situation on the ground and these growth figures 
as published by NBS. As a matter of fact, the people living in poverty in Nigeria have 
continued to increase over the years as shown in the table below.  
 
Table 1  

Population of people living within the poverty line in Nigeria (1980-2010) 
1980  1985  1992  1996 2004  2010 
17.1m 34.7m  39.2m  67.1m 68.7m   112.47m 

                                                                             
Source-National Bureau of Statistics, Abuja (2010) 
 

It can therefore be seen that Nigeria is not only a nation of LDC but one in 
which poverty is rife particularly given the figures that is published in the WBR and 
more importantly by the NBS. It should be noted that it is with absolute poverty and not 
necessarily relative poverty according to Jhingan (2008) that poverty is measured. It is 
even more fundamental to observe as put forward by Jhingan (2008) that absolute 
poverty is measured not only by low income but also by malnutrition, poor health, 
clothing, shelter, and lack of education. Thus absolute poverty is reflected in low living 
standards of people. In such countries food is the major items of consumption and about 
80% of the income is spent on it as compared with 20% in the more developed 
countries.  People mostly take cereals and other searches to the total absence of 
nutritional foods, such as meat, eggs, fish and dairy products. For instance, Jhingan 
(2008) stated that the per capita consumption of protein in LDCs is 52 grams per day as 
compared with 105 grams in developed countries. The per capita fat consumption in 
LDCs is 83 grams daily as against 133 grams in developed countries. As a result, the 
average daily calorie intake per capital hardly exceeds 2,000 in underdeveloped 
countries as compared with more than 3,300 to be found in the diets of the people of the 
advanced countries.   
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Strategies for Combating Poverty  
The United Nations Millennium Development Goal has galvanized the 

development of community with an urgent challenge to improve the welfare of the 
world’s neediest people. Donor agencies are orienting their programming around the 
attainment of the millennium development goals and are mobilizing new resources to 
reduce and infectious diseases, empower women and improve their health, educate all 
children and lower child mortality. The MDGs are framed as concrete outcomes in the 
areas of nutrition, education, health, gender equality and environment. Thus, working in 
these specific areas will be a large part of any development strategy driven by 
millennium development goals. There are many agencies involved in the MDGs strategy 
in reducing poverty. They include the following; 
 End Poverty Programme: It works through a network of faith based, local led 

development organizations around the world. They strongly believed in 
developing indigenous leadership and our local partners and staff have a unique 
understanding of the cultures of the poor communities they serve in. they give 
small loans to their partners to help hardworking families start and grow their own 
business.  

 Millennium development goals offer business training and technical assistance to 
their borrowers. Also build networks of community support and serve as mentors 
to borrowers and their families. This programme has helped 200,000 families in 
fifty (50) countries of the world. 

 
In the area of micro-finance, the activities of MDGs are prominent in micro finance 

which improves education, health care and housing and transforming the entire 
communities. In other words, micro-finance is not the final producer but a way to create 
new resources and opportunities for people who are trapped in poverty. Nigeria is not 
left out in the poverty alleviation strategy hence Eminue, (2005) classified poverty 
reduction programmes into:  
 Core poverty alleviation strategies aimed at increasing access of the poor to micro-

credit facilities and employment opportunities and,  
 Non-targeted programmes with mandates ‘designed to provide various services for 

the purposes of enhancing the productivity, incomes and welfare of the poor 
segments of the society.  

 
Among the first category are strategies such as ‘better-life’ for rural women 

(BLP), Family Support Programme (FSP), Family Economic Advancement Programme 
(FEAP), National Directorate of Employment (NDE), and the Peoples’ Bank of Nigeria 
(PBN). The other groups includes Agricultural Development Projects (ADP), Strategic 
Grains Reserves, Nomadic Education Programme, National Agricultural Land 
Development Authorities (NALDA), Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), 
National Programme on Immunization (NPI), Petroleum (Special Trust Fund (PTF), Oil 
Minerals Producing Areas Development Authorities (OMPADEC) now replaced by the 
Niger-Delta Development Commission (NDDC), Director of Food, Roads and Rural 
Infrastructure (DFRRI), River Basin Development Authorities (RBDAS), Community 
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Banks (now Micro-finance Institutions, Nigerian Agricultural and cooperative Bank 
(NACB), now the Agricultural Cooperative and Rural Development Bank etc. These 
programmes were aimed at employment generation, provision of physical and social 
infrastructure especially in the rural communities as well as enabling the rural dwellers 
have access to land, credit, information and technology for agricultural and other 
productive activities. Looking at our economy and the people at the political head, it 
seems to be an elusion in Nigeria to achieve the MDGs goals and objectives of better 
live for all. Since 1999, the Federal Government has also continued to show concern for 
poverty reduction. Apart from the Universal Basic Education Project, there is also the 
National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), introduced in 2001 by the Obasanjo 
administration to fight poverty particularly in the rural areas. He established National 
Economic Employment Development Strategy (NEEDS) which was extended to the 
states and local government (SEEDS and LEEDS). However, the fact that the level of 
poverty remains high is enough proof that all these programmes and strategies have been 
ineffective in addressing the various manifestations and dimensions of poverty among 
the people. The National Planning Commission (2004) identifies the factors responsible 
for this situation as: 

 Poor-coordination of poverty reduction programme  
 Absence of a comprehensive policy framework  
 Undue and excessive political interference  
 Ineffective targeting of the poor leading to leakage of benefits to unintended 

beneficiaries.  
 The unwidely scope of programme that caused resources to be thinly spread 

across to many projects.   
 Over-lapping functions which leads to institutional rivalry and conflicts  
 Absence of sustainable mechanisms in porgrammes and projects 
 Lack of involvement of beneficiaries in project design, implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation.  
 

Facing the realities of Nigeria in poverty alleviation though in 2004, our Gross 
Domestic Product per population was $560, a little over the poverty line of $1 per day, 
the situation has not changed in the last thirty days, while less than half of the population 
has sustainable access to improve sanitation, the number of people with access to 
improved sanitation, the number of people with access to clean drinking water has 
dropped from 48 to 46% over the last fourteen years; while the average life expectancy 
for other low-developing countries are 58.7 years. Nigeria stands at an abysmal 43.4 
years Duru, (2008). For more realities, the Special Security Adviser (SSA) to the 
President according to Kanu, 2009) gave the fact on ground -7 years to MDGs see target 
date. They are:  
 65 million people in Nigeria live below one dollar a day  
 54.4% of the population of above 140 million people lived in abject poverty  
 54% of the population lives in relative poverty, progress is low  
 35% lives in extreme poverty  
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 Although #100 million was allocated to ministries for MDGs in 2006 progress is 
abysmally. 

 The country is now ranked among the 205 countries in the world.  
 Before now, the country had the upper, middle and lower economic classes 

which have invariably increased the percentage of lower citizens. Giving the 
above realities and other currently manifesting the fact that many Nigerians live 
below poverty line while others live in extreme poverty cannot be contested 
especially those in the rural areas that live in squalor and cannot feed themselves. 
Besides, it is common knowledge that the economy of the country has gone bad 
despite the huge foreign reserve. 

 
Hindrance to Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria     
 Unstable and inequality and discriminatory policies and programmes initiated by 

public authorities against the rural population. Sometimes even the government’s 
control over the exploration of natural resources and the distribution of benefits are 
handled in such a manner that would favour the urban economy, few individuals 
and some commercial interest. The case of oil producing rural communities, 
especially in the Niger-Delta will suffice here. 

 Infrastructural Decay-that is weak physical and socio-economic infrastructure as 
well as social services, which would have helped the rural dwellers, improves their 
material and living conditions. Some of these include electricity, pipe-borne water, 
motorable roads, schools etc.  

 Illiteracy is another major hindrance to poverty alleviation, most people especially 
those in the rural areas are not educated as to comply with the instruction of the 
policy or advise the citizens to form themselves into cooperative to enable them 
benefit from the programme because many of them are not educated they will join. 

 Corruption-Lipset and Lenz (2000) in Onah (2006), corruption is effort to secure 
wealth or power through illegal means private gain at public expense or a misuse of 
public power for private benefit. Every government project has always ended-up 
being moribund even after billions of naira has been wasted on them. The senate 
probe on the $16 billion (about #1.840 trillion at #115 per $) power sector project is 
already revealing health-breaking official corruption and wastages in Nigeria. 
Imagine the giant boost that the economy would have received if the electricity was 
satisfactorily resolved. This could have saved the manufacturing sector; a further 
boost could have been given to the small scale entrepreneurs like dry cleaners, 
shoe-makers, welders, hair-dressers etc. these people to Okoye (2008) constitute 
the mainstay of the economy but are the most vulnerable to the vagaries of epileptic 
power supply. 

 Low level of human and social capital which make it very difficult for rural 
dwellers to develop the capacity to satisfy their basic needs. 

 Migration of the productive and educated workforce to urban areas and the 
consequent ageing of the rural population thus, leading to low productivity.  

 Incidence of community and other forms of internal conflicts which may cause 
social and economic dislocation that would affect the economic well-being of the 
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rural dwellers, e.g loss of household head per ‘bread winners’ may affect the lives 
and survival of some individuals within such families.  

 Social problems-such composition of households, pressures and demands of the 
extended family system, traditional property rights and inheritance, marriage and 
other cultural practices which include poverty among rural dwellers particularly 
women. 

 Natural factors such as environment degradation and decay desertification, 
pestilence, water pollution and other natural of actors which include the 
opportunities for rural dwellers to earn sustainable incomes.  

 Non-encouragement of agricultural and farming activities in the rural areas by the 
government through the provision of inputs such as fertilizers, improved seedlings 
and pesticides.  

 Unemployment also is an off-shoot of poverty and when majority of the youths are 
unemployed and many poverty alleviation programmes has failed, it now becomes 
a vicious circle. Other factors that accounted for the failures of previous poverty-
related programmes and policies include scanty resources and the absence of a 
poverty alleviation agenda that would involve not only public institution but also 
non-governmental organization (NGOs), international donor agencies and other 
stakeholders. 

 
Recommendations     

The following recommendations were made:  
 Human Capital Development: Improvement on human capital development will 

have great effect on the country’s productivity and growth. Unfortunately over the 
years, sustenance and even further development of the country contributions of best 
brains in various sectors of the economy. This trend must be reversed if MDGs 
attainment is to become a reality.  

 Implementation and sustenance of project policies that will impact positively on 
economic growth and poverty alleviation. Policy formulation is quite different from 
policy implementation. Nigeria is very good in policy formulation but not in 
implementation. As observed by Vibe et al (2006) implementation of economic 
policies in “Africa (Nigeria) is handicapped by its inability to implement economic 
policies. This is true as seen in most initiated policies by Nigerian government over 
the years.  

 Government should therefore put in place sincere measures that will through good 
governance create job opportunities and reduce poverty. It is good governance that 
is the root of the solution in insecurity in Nigeria. The problem would not really be 
solved until the leaders discharge their duties effectively and with human 
conscience. 

 Enhancing of good government since poor governance reduces growth mainly 
through its impact on human capital and investment, it is important that Nigeria 
should ensure good governance in the next four (4) years to guarantee MDGs 
attainment by 2015. To Baldacci (2005) a charge in governance index from lower 
to higher than average (implying reduced corruption) is associated with an 

Pristine 



11 
 

immediate rise in per-capital GDP growth of a magnitude similar to the increased 
in government spending. 

 Security of lives and property: Economic growth cannot be attained in an 
unsecured environment as being witnessed in Nigeria. If it is not militants in the 
Niger-Delta, kidnapping and killing people, it is armed robbers, killing and 
terrorizing people like boko harm. How can this trend be checked so as to restore 
confidence of foreign investors who are now afraid of coming to Nigeria for fear of 
these criminals. 

 Reduction of corruption, right from the national government to state and local 
government-including the entire citizenry, corruption is the bane of Nigeria’s 
economic growth. In 2005, the country was ranked 3rd in the most corrupt in the 
world but looking at events even from administration and the National Assembly, 
there are a lot of corruptions which must be checked. Based on the happenings, one 
will say that Nigeria have annoyed civil rule not democracy because of the 
implementation of its policy. In addition to the above is the fact that most of these 
poverty reduction programmes were urban based on the neglect of the rural-poor 
and should be looked into. It is in this regard that we recommend an integrated 
approach to poverty reduction; this is because an integrated strategy implies a 
comprehensive, all-embracing and multi-sectoral approach in the design and 
implementation of anti-poverty programmes and projects. However, the efforts so 
far made by poverty alleviation agencies in Nigeria are commendable.  

 
Conclusions       

We have argued that the high incidence of poverty alleviation is primarily as a 
result of the discriminatory policies against the rural sector and this greatly affects the 
MDGs goals of 2015. This could be manifested in the lack of physical and social 
infrastructure and absence of modern industries and amenities in the rural communities. 
It is important to note that the rural dwellers are more affected by poverty, hence they 
are not given enough incentives to participate in productive activities that would enable 
them satisfy their basic needs. They suffer neglect and have no access to good transport 
networks and other development resources and technology, which have enhanced their 
economic productivity. We also observed that previous poverty alleviation programmes 
especially in the rural areas failed because the conception and implementation of most of 
the programmes lacked coordination and did not involve the rural dwellers. Moreso, 
collaborative activities among the three tiers of government and non-governmental 
agencies in the area of poverty alleviation were not adequate, their impact were not felt 
in the rural areas. Current poverty reduction efforts are more or less plagued by the same 
problems. It is in this regard that we recommended an integrated approach to poverty 
reduction. 
 

This is against the background of the fact that since different dimensions of 
poverty reinforce each other, many poverty reducing policies are complementary to one 
another. Good health, education, water supply and safe environment go hand-in-hand 
and all of them along with infrastructure and credit facilities high income. It entails 
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collaboration and complementation among government agencies, Non-Governmental 
Organization and community-based associations in the conception and implementation 
process of poverty reduction programmes. There is also the need to promote rural 
education in order to raise the level of literacy among the citizens. People should be 
guaranteed access to land, credit, information, technology and other productive 
resources. 
 

In summary, government in reducing poverty requires a strong emphasis on 
economic growth, access to social services and infrastructure and targeting. 
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